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Maverick theologian Matthew Fox brings readers into the common heart of the world's great

religions, illuminating a "deep ecumenism" for seekers everywhere.  We get to the core of religion

by going to the heart experience, Matthew Fox says, not by dwelling on doctrines that so easily

divide even within religious traditions. In One River, Many Wells, Fox exhorts readers to embrace

the common faith of deep ecumenism.  Fox masterfully distills the common principles of the world's

religions, and shows exactly how the different fingers of world faiths connect to a single hand.

Drawing on seminal quotes, lessons, and ideas from the great faiths, he demonstrates how each

expresses a common goal and approach to life, and concludes the book with "18 New Myths and

Visions" that will inspire readers to embrace deep ecumenism.  One River, Many Wells is an

indispensable resource, envisioning a new and exciting way of faith that erases the lines of false

distinction between religions and calls upon each of us to worship from our common heart.
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This book by Matthew Fox is a wealth of information derived from many sources, the Old and New

Testaments (Bible), the Koran, the Vedas, African religious traditions, Native American, Celtic

sources, and Buddhism. Writing it must have been a huge undertaking but amazingly, the

information flows *naturally* as it reveals the outpouring of Spirit in the lives of mankind throughout

the world and over the millenia. Many of the experiences described are words which attempt to

capture Divinity at work through particular individuals, societies, and their outcomes. The book is an



*essential* exploration of mankind's relationship to each other, community, the earth, and the

cosmos. It is an exploration of the meaning of Life itself. Like a previous reviewer, I had difficulty

getting started. Initially, I tried reading it straight through but could not. Gradually, at different times,

glancing at the chapters, I felt a surge of energy. The ideas and concepts explored by the author set

my emotions and mind at ease. Eventually, I was able to "plunge in" and "swim" through the

material with relative ease.The book is divided into five sections, "Relating to Creation", "Relating to

Divinity", "Relating to Ourselves: Paths to Encounter and Enlightenment", "Relating to the Future:

What the Divine is Asking of Us", and "Where Do We Go from Here? How Deep Ecumenism

Explodes our Imaginations with Eighteen New Myths and Visions". Each section has further

subdivisions where the author expands on specific themes, such as, Creation, Light, Community,

the Names of God, Form, Formlessness, Nothingness, the Divine Feminine, Meditation,

Mindfulness, Art and Ritual, Joy, Suffering, and Dying, Resurrection and Reincarnation, the Spiritual

Warrior and other topics.
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